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Ventnor Cricket Club 2025  Season Review.
1st XI
The 1st XI had its strongest season for a number of years, finishing as the runners up in the SPCL Division 1. 
Promising early season form was followed by a run of poor results halted only by a week off for rain. 
An unbeaten run in June and July, including a fantastic win by over 100 runs away to eventual league winners Sarisbury, meant that with two games to go the team had given themselves a shot at the title. 
A defeat to Hambledon and a last game washout at Havant put paid to the title challenge, but after a few seasons of scrapping at the wrong end of the table, a second-place finish should be a springboard for the future.
2nd XI
Following back-to-back promotions, a season in a very strong Division 2 of the newly reorganised Hampshire League was always going to be a test for the 2nd XI. 
Although at the halfway stage of the season, having registered only one loss away at eventual runaway winners Portsmouth, the team topped the table and looked to be setting themselves up to challenge for a jump to Division 1.  
However, the second half of the season proved to be a reality check. As other teams in the division strengthened Ventnor’s form and availability wobbled. 
Despite some disappointing late season losses, a fourth-place finish with many younger players making their Hampshire League debuts sets the team up for another promotion push in 2026. 
A special mention should go to the team’s overseas star Ethan Short, bowling the most overs in the league to finish with 31 wickets, and adding back-to-back centuries with the bat in his total of 345 runs. Martin Blackman also made back-to-back centuries, finishing on 610 runs for the season and fourth in the league batting table. 
More than any other team in the club, the 2nd XI is reliant on volunteers to give up entire days to travel to the mainland – umpires, scorers, minibus drivers – the club needs more people to step into these roles if the team’s Hampshire League adventure is to continue. 
3rd XI
The 3rd XI achieved its primary objective of retaining its place in Division 1 of the Isle of Wight league. 
Opportunities were given to youth players as a priority and on balance they performed well with several notable performances with both bat and ball. It was also pleasing to see how this group of players grew in resolve and built their understanding of game situations as the season progressed. 
The old guard, Mark Price and Souvik Sanyal added real quality with the bat during the games they were available. Both players scored centuries during the season and demonstrated to the younger contingent the art and value of batting for long periods of time.
The team was lucky enough to have two overseas players. Aussies Jackson Parker and Sean Turner were instrumental in the team’s performance, in particular with the ball in hand and in providing guidance to our talented but inexperienced group of younger players – something that should pay dividends for the club long after Sean and Jackson have headed home.  
Having overseas players around has such a positive impact on the club and its players and it is important that the members do everything they can to make them feel welcome and at home, whether that’s down to making sure they have transport to games, the correct kit to wear and more fundamentally somewhere to call home during their stay on the island. 
It is vital for the continued success of the 3rd XI, as a breeding ground for the club’s stars of the future and the home of some of our most committed players, that the club finds a permanent and suitable home ground for the team. A nomadic existence on grounds with sub-par facilities is clearly not sustainable and is unfair on the regular players. 
4th XI
The 4th XI started their season winning five games in a row, with some gritty, determined performances. 
Jess Glover was impressive with the bat all season, notching up her first league half century along the way. 
Lucas Cotton was a standout performer with the ball. At just 14 he has an exceptional attitude and has shown a real hunger for adult cricket. 
There were contributions across the board to what was a very positive second league season for the team. Among the younger players Jack, George and Harry Charlesworth were 100% committed and provided great support to some the older regulars such as Ali Cotton and Adam Goulding. 
This has been a season of continued improvement for the 4th XI, something all of the players should be proud of. This great group of players is a credit to the club.  
Midweek XI
The 2025 season saw for the first time many of our Midweek XI’s fixtures being part of IW Cricket Board’s new ‘Hundred’ competition. 
Strong performances throughout the season, with contributions from across club’s younger players and some of its more established performers, saw the team make the inaugural competition final. 
The final at Steephill in early September saw Ben Attrill lead a team representing all of the club’s four league sides to a six-wicket victory over Ryde which saw Ventnor become the first name of the new trophy. Congratulations to Ben and the team. 
Complied  by the Team Captains Ben Woodhouse, Ben Davies, Jack Price and Nick Dobson 
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